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From the Principal’s Desk School Calendar - Term 4 
22 - 24 October Youth Eco Summit Excursion 

21-25 October Construction Work placement 

30 October - 1 Nov Duke of Edinburgh Excursion  

7 November Year 12 Banquet 

    

Welcome back to term 4, a most important term. Some 

activities include: Life Choices Talk; Youth Eco Summit; 

Duke of Edinburgh excursion; Belrose Excursion to 

Sydney; School Spectacular; Work-placement; 

Examinations and Reports to parents; PBL Gold and 

Platinum celebration; Presentation Night. What an 

enormous array of events for students and staff! The 

opportunities to achieve at Peak Hill Central School are 

enormous. 

This term we welcome Miss Grace Stewart, replacing Ms 

Katie Lonsdale on Stage 1. I know her stay with us will be 

both enjoyable and productive. We offer our 

congratulations to Ms Katie Lonsdale and her husband, Mr 

James Peter on the birth of their first child, a daughter 

Stella Rose. A new chapter of their life begins, full of joy 

and happiness. We also welcome Ms Zoe Ruckley (Stage 

2) and Mr Jamie Sampson as Deputy Principal for Term 4. 

Year 11 now move into their HSC pattern of study. We wish 

them well as they settle into their final year of school. It is 

important to begin the HSC year with a positive attitude, 

having learnt from their experiences in the Preliminary 

course. Success is achieved through effort as our motto at 

Peak Hill Central School promotes. 

On the topic of achievement, Elliott 

Learmonth was involved in the 2013 

Kokoda Youth Leadership Challenge 

trek, part of a team of 40 young men 

and women, undertaking the life 

changing journey in Papua New 

Guinea.  Elliott described the 160km 

trek as ‘amazing’ and the ‘hardest 

thing ever’. This is a fantastic 

achievement for Elliott to endure the 

physical and emotional journey of the Kokoda track. We 

look forward to Elliott’s presentation at a future assembly.  

 

 

On Saturday 5 October, Mikaela Dart was presented with 

her award in Parkes. She was recognised as Parkes Shire 

Indigenous Youth of the Year for Peak Hill. This award was 

a culmination of a wonderful year for Mikaela who has 

maintained her academic study along with a high level of 

extra-curricular activities.  

Year 11 students Corey 

Hando and Zac 

Spackman have become 

members of the Peak Hill 

Fire Brigade. Taking on 

this type of community 

role is the kind of 

responsibility we like to 

see in our students at Peak Hill Central School. It is 

anticipated that in the future other students will be 

involved. 

Mr Jeremy Whiterod and students Mikaela Dart, Brooke 

Carpenter, Molly Wright and Charlica Schnitger will be 

attending the Youth Eco Summit at the Olympic Village 

next week. There will be around 6000 people attending 

over the 2 days. We can be justifiably proud of our school 

as it is the only government school presenting with all 

other presenters being universities and government 

agencies. The topic of their presentation is the 

implementation of environmentally friendly and sustainable 

programs into school curricula. They will also attend 

workshops and report back to District SRC. This is a 

fantastic opportunity not only these students, but our 

school and community. 

Term 3 finished with our PBL assembly where a number of 

students were acknowledged on levels Silver and Gold. 

This term should see a number of students progress to 

gold and platinum. It is wonderful to see so many students 

striving towards these goals, incorporating the values of 

respect and responsibility into their learning each day. 

 

 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=5a62daf3e4994fd8b57485c4dddbbb8c&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.peakhill-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
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Principal 

Mrs Paula Payne 

Deputy Principal 

Mr Jamie Sampson 

Administration        

Manager 

Mrs Tanya Stanford 

Aboriginal Education 

Officer 

Mrs Vicki Sharah 

Assistant Principal     

Primary 

Mrs Tracey Lickess 

Miss Sarah Browning 

Head Teacher     

Maths and Science 

Mrs Maria George 

Head Teacher         

English 

Mr Jeremy Whiterod 

Head Teacher T&L 

Mrs Rachel Cody 

Middle School         

Coordinators 

Miss Tara Lightfoot and 

Mr James Peter 

WAP Access            

Coordinator 

Ms Crystal Williams 

P & C 2013 

President 

Mrs Donna Kopp 

Secretary 

Mrs Cathy Goodwin 

Treasurer 

Mrs Margaret Edwards 

 

 

A Member of the    

Western Access       

Program 

 

Active after school continues each Tuesday and Thursday afternoons supported by students 

and staff. The AASC program runs from 3.00 pm till 4.30pm and is FREE. All that is needed to 

have your child involved is to complete the permission form.  

When Mrs Payne last contacted us via email she was on a very fast train to Paris. Although 

enjoying her holiday she is in constant communication. It would seem that a principal never 

rests! 

Mrs Maria George 

Principal (relieving) 

“quoted” 
That some achieve great success, is proof to all that others can achieve it as well 

Abraham Lincoln 

NAPLAN 

Congratulations to all the Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students who received their NAPLAN results this 

week, after sitting the national tests back in March. Some students performed very well in 

certain areas and as a whole our students improved on the results of previous years. If you 

have a child in Years 3, 5, 7 or 9 and you still have not received your results package in the 

mail please contact the school. If you have received your child's results and would like some 

help to understand the data provided please feel free to ring and make a booking with the 

school to sit down with students, parents and teachers to discuss what the results really 

mean or how to help address any areas of concern.  

Welcome to our new 

staff members.  

From top left;  

Zoe Ruckley  

Stage 2 

 

Jamie Sampson  

Deputy Principal  

 

 Grace Stewart 

Stage 1 

Year 7 entry into selective high schools  2015 
If you would like your child to apply for selective high school placement in Year 7 in 2015, you 

need to do so soon. 

Detailed instructions on how to apply online will be available from 15 October 2013 at 

www.schools.nsw.edu.au/shsplacement. Online applications close on 18 November 2013.  
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PBL Rewards Day Gold Level 
 

Students who received Gold level were rewarded with a party afternoon that also included a jumping castle. Students 

from Kindergarten to Year 6 kicked off festivities at 12:30 with party food of sausage rolls, party pies and cordial. They 

then made their way to the jumping castle to jump over obstacles, slide and bounce their way around the two storey    

castle in two minute intervals. This enabled all students to remain safe while having fun. Halfway through the   rewards 

afternoon, the groups stopped for a break to receive a lolly bag and rest. At the end of the afternoon, all students          

exhibited the values of PHCS by being  responsible and cleaning up their rubbish, being respectful towards each other 

and the staff members and by being safe during the whole rewards celebration. The afternoon finished with a nice cold 

icy pole as the students left for their well-deserved holiday break.  A massive thank you goes to all students who          

participated in the spirit of PBL, to Miss Browning and Mrs Lickess, who organised the food and smooth running of the 

day and to Mr Ruddell for supervising the students. Let’s hope the celebrations in Term 4 are just as successful with a 

growing list of  participants who follow the core values of PHCS of being ‘respectful, responsible, safe, successful leaders 

and learners.’  

 

Mrs Danielle Tremain-Cannon 
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Kindy News 
 

As some of you know, each morning Kindergarten spend 

the first  session doing literacy groups. Students are given 4 

"must do" jobs which may include games such as sight 

word memory, reading tent,  alphabet bingo, making 3 letter 

words, sight word snap, smart board and independent     

writing. After they have   completed their jobs, they are     

allowed to choose some of their own. Whilst students    

complete these jobs independently, groups of three are 

called over to Miss Heywood to do intensive reading and 

writing in small intervals, while some work on their sight 

words with Kelly and Mrs Strahorn. The students enjoy    

being able to choose how they will learn and it has proven 

fantastic in  developing independent learning skills early in 

their schooling.   

 

Miss Sarah Browning 

Primary Students of the Week 

Week 1 

 

Kindergarten; Isabella Robinson 

Stage 1; Makaylah McMaster 

Stage 2; Ylee Andrews 

Stage 3; Bayn Schnitger 

Week 2 

 

Kindergarten; Stacey McMaster 

Stage 1; Lilly Schaefer 

Stage 2; Jada Read 

Stage 3; Nicholas Ahern 
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Welcome back to Term 4 in Middle School 

Last Term Middle School celebrated and supported their understanding of Aboriginal Cultural learning through their 

excursion to Snake Rock and Little Burning Mountain. This excursion allowed students to have a localised experience of 

cultural significance. Mr Jeremy Whiterod organised the event with Stage 4 students using their knowledge in their 

upcoming English Assessment.  Mrs Vicki Sharah led the experience through her wealth of knowledge and experience 

and the Middle School is as always grateful for her to be a leader within the school. The afternoon included a variety of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander games organised by Mr Wade Richardson whereby invited members of the Middle 

School participated. The day was a great success and with students furthering their understanding of the topic.  

The Middle School participants in the Stephanie Alexander Program completed their garden sculptures and entered them 

into the Medibank Art and Design competition against over 30 other schools. Voting for the competition has closed but we 

would like to thank the students of Middle School and their teachers in particular Miss Georgia Maxwell and Mrs Daneille 

Diener on their contributions to the Program.  The Stage 3 and 4 TAS Groups created colour wheels, bumblebees, 

dragonflies, fairies and frogs made out of recycled products such as stockings and shredded paper then painted them. I 

think we can all agree that they did a fine job and make the garden aesthetically pleasing as well as keep the pests away.  

This term Middle School will focus on natural disasters and humanitarian efforts made during times of crisis. We look 

forward to the different areas of learning putting their own unique twist to this topic over the coming term.  

Mr James Peter  & Miss Tara Lightfoot 

Middle School Coordinators 
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Chaplaincy News  
 

On Wednesday, we were privileged to have Andrew Fisher,V8 Super Car Driver with the Jesus Racing team visit our 

school. 

Andrew challenged the students to be courageous, while discussing topics including smoking, drinking, drugs, teenage 

sex and He challenges the students to be courageous, while discussing topics including smoking, drinking, drugs,      

teenage sex and speeding. 

He was not telling the students what to do, but rather asking them if they have the courage to think about the               

consequences of their actions.  

Andrew brought along with him a replica of the V8 racing ute he drives. Students were encouraged to have good look at 

the car while taking the opportunity to meet and talk with Andrew. 

The highlight of the presentation was Andrew’s testimony which touched on the tough decisions he and his wife have had 

to make regarding their young daughter and her health. 

 

Breakfast Program 
Thanks to all students who assist on a regular basis with the 

Breakfast Program. Breakfast is served from the canteen on 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Fridays and from the 

Hospitality room on Thursday.  

We have new recruits learning the art of pancake cooking 

each Thursday and we thank them for their efforts. 

Matthew Sharah, Chaplain 
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Careers Corner 

Welcome back to Term 4! I am impressed by the 
opportunities that continue to be offered to our students 
and the level of interest that these offers generate. We 
recently received information about the CSU ABC Career 
Links Camp which is open to three Indigenous students 
from Year 10 and/or 11 to learn about the Media industry 
and University life. This three-day camp is being offered at 
CSU Bathurst with all costs being covered by the Future 
Moves team. All students in Year 10 and 11 were emailed 
the information about this program last term, and 
interested persons are encouraged to speak to Mrs 
Rachel Cody as soon as possible. More details about the 
application process and camp program will be provided in 
the near future. 

Towards the end of last term, students in Year 10 attended 
a presentation in their Work Education lesson from 
Western Student Connections regarding School-based 
Traineeships or Apprenticeships. Students were provided 
with an information folder outlining the different 
traineeships and apprenticeships that are available. 
Western Student Connections will also create a 
personalised resume for students who were given a 
general resume outline to complete if they wanted to take 
advantage of this service. The next opportunity given to 
students was to become a participant in the Indigenous 
Youth Careers Pathways Program which assists students 
in undertaking the transition to employment through a 
school based traineeship.  Specifically, the IYCP Program 
includes: 

facilitating School Based Traineeships and related 
support; 
developing, coordinating and conducting aspiration 
building activities and events for eligible students, 
providing structured mentoring for School Based 
Traineeship Participants while they are at school, and 
following their completion of Year 12 and transition from 
school to Employment of further education. 

Students were given a participant application form and are 
encouraged to return these to Mrs Rachel Cody if they 
want to become part of this program. I have spare 
information folders for any student who may have 
misplaced theirs. 

While still on the topic of opportunities, may I remind any 
interested Year 9, 10 or 11 student about the Wingara 
Mura-Bunga Barrabugu Summer Program for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander students from 13-17 January 
2014. A reminder that applications for this experience 
close 31 October 2013. 

Yet another opportunity for students! The Indigenous 
Australian Engineering Summer School is an annual 
event, established and funded by Engineering Aid 
Australia (a non-profit organisation). It will be held in 
January 2014 for 20 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students, male and female, entering years 11 and 12 in 
2014. It is a five-day live-in Summer school, featuring a 
combination of activities that will give you a taste of what 
it’s like to study and work in engineering. I have sent an 
electronic copy of the application forms to students in 
Years 10 and 11. Interested students are reminded that 
applications close tomorrow: 18 October 2013. 
 
 

 

Last term I spoke about the Seek2B website. This is an 
excellent resource for students and parents to use as they 
explore the requirements and demands for specific careers 
and how to embark on the journey down that career path. 
We have received our password for this website which is 
available for all of our students, parents and staff to use. 
Posters displaying the password can be found in the 
Technology Room and Senior Study. Students in Stage 4 
to Year 12 have also been emailed a copy of the password 
so that they can access this site at their leisure. I strongly 
urge everyone to have a look at this website as it is an 
excellent and informative resource. 

As Year 12 move nearer to the end of their secondary 
schooling, any student who has not yet applied for their 
Tax File Number should consider doing so. I have spare 
application forms for any student needing to apply for one. 
The process is not difficult but does require students to 
know their Australian birth certificate or Australian passport 
number, or Australian citizenship certificate number or 
Foreign (non-Australian) passport number. 

The Department of Education & Communities has offered 
their 2013 Careers Advisory Service. The aim of the 
service is to “help meet the educational and career 
counselling needs of students, school leavers and their 
parents and caregivers immediately following the release 
of the HSC results”. This is a free service operating from 
19 December to 24 December 2013 from 9am to 5pm. 
Students, parents and caregivers (on behalf of their child) 
are welcome to  visit www.cas.det.nsw.edu.au or call 1300 
300 687 for free advice relating to their options post Year 
12. 

Also received in the mail recently were a prospectus from 
The Fashion Institute (TFI) and a couple of brochures 
overviewing their Certificate in Fashion Fundamentals 
course. These have been placed in the Senior Study. 
Students wanting to find out more about this course can 
visit www.thefashioninstitute.com.au or phone 1300 
FASHION (1300 327 4466) or email 
info@thefashioninstitute.com.au  

CQU have also provided a poster and prospectus for their 
2014 Undergraduate and Postgraduate courses. These too 
have been placed in the Senior Study for students to 
peruse. More information can also be sourced at 
www.cqu.edu.au or by calling 13CQUni (13 27 86). 

I also received a significant magazine First10 2013/14 that 
highlights future career and employment options on behalf 
of over 100 of Australia’s leading organisations and 
educators. The magazine has four components: Careers & 
Employment; Women; Education & Training; and 
Indigenous. You can also download the FIRST10 app via 
the Apple App Store and Google Play Store. Students 
wanting to look through this magazine can borrow it from 
me directly. 

The Dramatic Arts department of AIM (the Australian 
Institute of Music) have sent through a postcard 
advertising their Bachelor of Performance program. 
Applications are now open with classes starting 28 
January 2014. For more information or to apply, be sure to 
visit www.aim.edu.au/dramaticarts 

 

http://www.cas.det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.thefashioninstitute.com.au
mailto:info@thefashioninstitute.com.au
http://www.cqu.edu.au
http://www.aim.edu.au/dramaticarts
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The Williams Business College has offered early bird savings on enrolments to their 2014 course (enrol and pay in 
November and save 15%, or enrol and pay in December and save 10%). “Take advantage of the jobs list exclusive to 
Williams Graduates. We can place you in a job before you even finish the course! No ATAR required!!!” For more 
information phone (02) 9957 5588 or visit www.williams.edu.au  

Monash University have extended an invitation to students from our school to complete a VTAC Special Entry Access 
Scheme (SEAS) application to make them automatically eligible for consideration in admission under: 

the Monash Guarantee- guaranteed entry to many Monash undergraduate courses 
Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS)- special consideration in admission to all Monash undergraduate courses. 

More information about this offer can be found on the flyers in the Senior Study or by visiting monash.edu/study/apply/
special-admissions 

Students, especially in the senior years, are encouraged to regularly check their emails. I often receive information about 
apprenticeship opportunities or careers related events that I have been forwarding on to students. Of course, if the 
information does not apply to them, students can delete the email but they should be having a look to see if there is 
something of particular interest to them and their future career goals.  

Finally, as our HSC students near the finish line, it would be worthwhile for them to read the article The Final Sprint: 
making it to the exam starting line and beyond   (http://www.whatdegreewhichuniversity.com/Survival-Guide/Surviving-
Highschool/The-Final-Sprint-making-it-to-the-exam-starting-li.aspx) for tips on exam techniques from an experienced 
HSC marker. 

This fortnight’s career focus is on the work of a Fitness Instructor. (Information taken directly from the myfuture website- 
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/The%20Facts/Work%20and%20Employment/Occupations/Details.aspx?anzsco=452111A)  

Fitness instructors are involved in the assessment, teaching, training and supervision of a variety of people in health 
and fitness clubs, gymnasiums, sports centres and community recreation organisations. 

Duties and Tasks: 

Fitness instructors may perform the following tasks: 

assess the needs and capabilities of individuals through weighing, measuring and conducting fitness tests to check blood 
pressure, heart rate and lung capacity 
provide training and assistance to individuals and groups by preparing a routine of exercises to music 
provide advice to individuals on the correct method of exercising with weightlifting equipment, exercise bikes, treadmills 
and other training and exercise machines 
devise personal exercise programs for individuals according to age and level of fitness 
provide instruction in a variety of fitness activities 
assist in the cleaning and general maintenance of the centre and make sure that equipment is maintained and correctly 
set up. 
 

Personal Requirements: 

good level of physical fitness  

enthusiastic, outgoing personality  

background in fitness activities may be an advantage  

good communication skills. 

 

Education/Training: 

Various courses, Certificates and Diplomas are offered. Please check State Specific Information for further education and 
training options. 

 

“Nothing worthwhile comes easily. Work, continuous work and hard work, is the only way to accomplish results that last.”- 
Mark Twain 

Rachel Cody- Careers Adviser 

http://www.williams.edu.au
http://www.whatdegreewhichuniversity.com/Survival-Guide/Surviving-Highschool/The-Final-Sprint-making-it-to-the-exam-starting-li.aspx
http://www.whatdegreewhichuniversity.com/Survival-Guide/Surviving-Highschool/The-Final-Sprint-making-it-to-the-exam-starting-li.aspx
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/The%20Facts/Work%20and%20Employment/Occupations/Details.aspx?anzsco=452111A
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Term 4 2013 Canteen Roster 

  
2013 

Week 1 
7 Oct 

Week 2 
14 Oct 

Week 3 
21 Oct 

Week 4 
28

 
Oct 

Week 5 
4 Nov 

Monday 
  

Public Holiday       Ellen Hart 

Tuesday 
  

        Jo Robinson 

Wednesday 
  

    Gail Hando     

Thursday 
  

        Mary Wright 

Friday 
  

  Julie Westcott   Tanya Wright 
Alisa McNeil 

  

                                          WAP Work Placement Trailer Build 

During Term 3, week 8 students from Yeoval, Peak Hill and 

Trundle attended Yeoval Central School to fabricate a 6x4 

Box Trailer.  Thanks to Damien Sharah, Shannon Gane 

from Peak Hill and the Yeoval District Baptist Church in 

supporting the students to  produce an outstanding trailer 

of high quality.   

The trailer features:    2.1mm thick checker plate floor in-

stead of 1.6mm ;  75x50mm draw bar instead of 40x40mm;  

Fabricated and welded Toolbox;   Ladder racks at front and 

back  ;  Gusset plates to reinforce the wheel guards;  

40x40 Square Hollow Section underfloor reinforcing every 

600mm;  LED lights;  7 Pin plug;   750kg load rating. 

The trailer will be sold by tender process. To cover costs 

the bidding will start at $1800.  Contact Yeoval Central 

School on 6846 4004 if interested. 
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School Noticeboard 

Congratulations 

PBL Winners 

Wayne Dargan 
Stage 2 

Tyden Barlow 
Stage 3 

Jarrod Westcott 
Year 10 

P&C Annual General Meeting  
Thursday 14 November 7pm 

Main building, Conference Room  
Everyone Welcome 

Gift Ideas for Christmas 
 

Please support our school’s fundraising efforts by purchasing a calendar, card or diary which features an art-

work/photo created by your child at school. These would be fantastic Christmas presents for the whole family. 

Leaflets are attached to this newsletter.. 

If you would like to order, please return the order form and money to the Administration Office by Wednesday 

23 October. 

Prices are as follows: 

Calendar $13.00 

Greeting Cards (8pack) $13.00 

Diaries $15.00 

Please call and ask to speak to Miss Rachel Heywood for more information  
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Community Noticeboard 

Come along to Koinonia  

Sunday 20 October  

10 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be Sunday School each week and   

every 3rd Sunday there will be a Special Sunday 

of activities 

ALL WELCOME 


