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We are a Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Successful School 
 

Caswell Street, PEAK HILL NSW 2869 

P: 02 6869 1304 E: peakhill-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Peak Hill Central School 

                 Newsletter 

Western  PSSA Swimmers 

L-R: Isabella Read, Taliyah Keed-White, Ruby Bell and Kaya Gavin 

 

On Thursday, 14th of March 2019 our senior girls freestyle relay team (pictured above) represented Peak Hill 
Central School at the Western PSSA Swimming Carnival. The carnival was held in Dubbo where they competed 
against numerous school in the Western Area. Our students displayed great sportsmanship on the day. 
 
Miss Teagan Heraghty 
Sports Co-ordinator  
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Western Access Program Work Placement 
Congratulations to our Stage 6 Work Placement students who were fantastic 
representatives for our school at their respective Work Placements last week in and 
around Dubbo. Each had glowing reports from their work place managers and were 
able to get the most out of their experiences over the week.  
Rugby League Trials 
Best of luck to Joseph Dargan, Taigan Brennan-Ingram and Malachi Dart who will be 
representing Peak Hill Central School at the first round of the Western Rugby League 
Trials in Narromine on the 21st March. 
Western AFL 
Best of luck to Cooper Dart who was in Orange on Wednesday, 13th March for 
Western Region Primary AFL trials. This is certainly a big event with all primary players 
from around the Western Region being in attendance for this event. 
Support Programs 
Over the coming months there will be department of education and external support 
agencies running support programs before, during and after school. These programs 
will involve a range of academic, cultural and personal skill building aspects. Parents 
and students will be contacted and invited to attend information sessions around the 
design and running of these programs to support students as they transition through 
their schooling life. 

 Nanyabura – Dennis Moran from Parkes will be running a program that will start 
Wednesday 20th March and have links with Aboriginal culture, resilience building 
and a range of personal aspects around respect. Other guest presenters will be 
utilised over the year to support Aboriginal cultural perspectives.  

 Parkes PCYC – Senior Constable Simon Lockwood from Parkes PCYC will be 
running a sport and physical activity program one morning a week starting in 
Term Two.  

 Police Schools Liaison Officers – Jane Heffernan from Orange Police will provide 
talks and guest speakers around building respect and the use of social media 

Spots for some of these programs will be limited. More information will be posted in 
coming newsletters and the school’s Facebook page. 
Attendance 
It is important for children to be attending school each day. Regular attendance at 
school is essential for students to achieve quality life outcomes. Schools, in 
partnership with parents, are responsible for promoting the regular attendance of 
students. 
The importance of arriving on time; arriving at school and class on time:  

 Ensures that students do not miss out on important learning activities scheduled                 
 early in the day 

 Helps students learn the importance of punctuality and routine 

 Give students time to greet their friends before class 

 Reduces classroom disruption 
If your child is away for any reason, it is important that you provide a note to explain 
their absence the day they return to school.  
Following an absence from school you must ensure that within 7 days you provide your 
child’s school with a verbal or written explanation for the absence. However, if the 
school has not received an explanation from you within 2 days, the school may contact 
you to discuss the absence. 
Uniform 
It is great to see students are in full school uniform each and every day. It shows they 
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Principal’s Message Continues 

It has been a busy two weeks at Peak Hill Central 
School, with our Parent and Carer/Teacher Afternoon 
Tea, Lawn Bowls at Forbes, the STEMShare Program 
and Western Access Program Work Placement.  
 
The Parent and Carer/Teacher Afternoon Tea was 
held on Monday 4th March, and gave parents the 
opportunity to join us for nibbles and discuss their 
child's start to the school year and contribute to their 
learning plan. A big thank you to Catherine Doyle 
who put on an amazing spread as always.  
  
On Wednesday 6th March Tia Cohen, Jada Read, 
James Robinson and Garth Jackson competed in the 
Western Lawn Bowls Knockout against Forbes High 
School. The team was very competitive and 
represented the school with pride.  
 
Tanya Riach from the STEMShare Program has been 
visiting our school to help educate our students and 
staff about the use of our film kit in lessons. This is a 
great opportunity for students to use advanced 
technology in their lessons and it looks like we may 
have some future actors and directors amongst us. 

are connected and feel part of a supportive school 
environment. The school has uniform to purchase at 
the front office. If you require support with the 
provision of uniform as the weather cools in the 
coming months, please make an appointment to see 
me through the office contact number. 
Youth Worker 
I am pleased to announce we have employed a 

Youth Worker through a merit selection process in 

conjunction with Fusion Australia, an external 

provider. Charlie Johnson will be employed for 2 

days a week to support students in a range of 

capacities over the year. Charlie will support our 

School Counselor and our Learning and Support 

Team in meeting with students and developing 

personal coping skills.  
 

Mr Darren Hamilton 

Principal (Rel) 

Head Teachers’ News 

Covered Shoes 
A reminder to all Parents and Carers that students 
need to wear FULLY covered leather shoes or joggers 
to school each day. 
 
 Jumpers 
With the cooler weather coming in, it is a good time 
to remind families that new school jumpers can be  
purchased from the Front Office. For any families who  
would like to arrange a payment plan with the school, 
please do not hesitate to pop in to the office and 
organise this so that you are ready for winter. 
 
Tell Them From Me Surveys 
This year PHCS will be involved in the Tell Them from 
Me (TTFM) Surveys. 
This is an excellent way for Parents, Carers and 
Students  to provide the school with feedback on the 
things we are doing well and areas where we can be 
even better. More information will be forthcoming 
regarding these surveys. This term students will be 
involved in an online Student Survey, notes for this 
survey will be going home early next week. 
  
Mrs Catherine Doyle 
Head Teacher 

Deputy Principal’s Report 

Australia is a vibrant multi-cultural country, from the 

oldest continuous culture of our first Australians to 

the cultures of our newest arrivals from around the 

world. Harmony Day originated in Western Australia 

originally taking place on the United Nations 

International Day for the elimination of Racial 

Discrimination. The day is observed on March 21st, 

the date of the 1960 Sharpville massacres when 

police fired on a peaceful demonstration against 

apartheid in South Africa. Since 1999 more than 77 

000 Harmony Week events have been held in 

childcare centres, schools, community groups, 

churches and government agencies to celebrate the 

successful integration of migrants into our 

communities. Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, 

respect and belonging, regardless of cultural 

background. Inclusiveness, respect and belonging are 

constantly being modelled by teachers to students 

through classroom conversations across all key 

Learning Areas, but are particularly strong themes 

across English, History and Personal Development 

classes. If we want people to treat us with respect we 

must all give respect to others. Happy Harmony 

Week!   

 

Miss Debra Sharkey 

Deputy Principal 
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Head Teachers’ News Continues 

Tanya will be visiting again in Week 8 to do some 
more work with our students. 
 
In Week 6, students from Year 11 and 12 attended 
their Work Placement. Bayn, Lauren, Haidee, Jade, 
Marissa, Sky and Taigan had fantastic experiences 
working in industry and were excellent ambassadors 
of our school values.  
 
 Miss Lucy Dempsey 
Head Teacher 

Assistant Principal 
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Triple Lawn Bowls Knockout 

Term 1 Calendar 

On Wednesday 6th March James, Garth, Tia and Jada 
travelled to Forbes to compete against Forbes High School 
in the Triples Lawn Bowl Knockout.  
 
The game was incredibly close, with only a couple of big 
ends separating the sides at the end of the game. In the end 
we lost 22-14.  
 
Jada and Tia should be congratulated for their amazing 
effort, competing for their first time in a lawn bowls 
competition. Both girls demonstrated a willingness to learn 
and played incredibly well on the day.  

Well done to all students involved. We look forward to 
playing again! 

Mr Mitchell Thomas   
Bowls Co-ordinator 

 
L-R: Tia Cohen, Jada Read, Garth Jackson and James 
Robinson 
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PBL - Positive Behaviour for Learning 

PBL Students of the week for Primary Week 5 

L-R: Clair Sellers - stage 3, Charlee Beeby - Stage 2 
and Henry Stanford - Stage 1 

Russel Draw Winners for Primary 
Week 5 

Indika Gavin - Stage 1 Jock Strahorn -  Stage 2 

Ruby Bell - Stage 3 

PBL Students of the week for Secondary  
Week 5 

L-R: James Robinson - Year 10, Bindi Judd - Year 7 
Hunter Judd - Year 8 

Absent from photo: Tia Cohen - Year 9 

L-R: Marissa Robinson - Year 12 and Bayn-Jemon 
Schnitger - Year 11 
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 Russel Draw Winners for Secondary 
Week 5 

Shanekwar Wright - 
Stage 4 

Kerryanne Watson - 
Stage 5 

Rhett Gavin – Stage 6 

The PBL focus for week 6 and 7 is Safe. The colour 
for Safe is red and students will receive red Russels 
for these two weeks.  
 
To be a Safe learner students can:  

 Use equipment appropriately 

 Report dangers and hazards to staff members 

 Be aware of their surroundings 

 Be in the right place at the right time  

 Wear safety equipment in designated areas 

 Be prepared and ready to learn in class 

PBL - Positive Behaviour for Learning 

Russel Draw Winners for Primary 
Week 6 

Jaylee Robinson -  

Stage 1 

Taliyah Keed-White 
- Stage 2 

PBL Students of the week for Primary 
Week 6 

Ruby Bell - Stage 3 

PBL focus for week 6 & 7 

Jaylee Robinson - 
Stage 1 Willo McLachlan  - 

Stage 2 

Ruby Bell - Stage 3 
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PBL students of the week for Secondary 
Week 6 

Russel Draw Winners for Secondary 
Week 6 

COLOUR RUN DAY @ PHCS! 
On Friday 5 April, Peak Hill Central School will be 
holding a COLOUR RUN DAY, for all students in 
Kindergarten to Year 12, as an acknowledgement day 
for PBL. 
 

Students are asked to bring a white t-shirt for the 
colour run day. 
 

Miss Heraghty & Mrs Levick 
 

 

 

L-R: Tamika Read - Year 12, Jaedyn Murray - Year 9, 
Vincent Barlow - Year 8, Lamia Bell - Year 10 and Emma 
Beeby - Year 7 

P&C News 

Stage 4: Vincent Barlow 

Stage 5: Chenaya Cohen 

Stage 6: Tyden Barlow 

Reminder: P&C Meeting TONIGHT at 4pm in the School 
Library. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Ms Kim Dern 
President 
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K/1/2 with Miss Grace Stewart & Miss Elsie Woodley 

Throughout the term students in K/1/2 have been 
studying bears. We have read non-fiction books about 
polar bears and grizzly bears, watched informative 
videos about bears, read fairy tales such as Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears and also other fiction stories with 
bear characters.  
 
Last week students researched polar bears and wrote a 
report with information they found. Students then 
published their work on Microsoft Word.  
 
Here are some examples for you to enjoy! 

 

Miss Grace Stewart & Miss Elsie Woodley 

Classroom Teachers 
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Stage 2 with Mrs Lisa Levick & Miss Teagan Heraghty 
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Stage 2 with Mrs Lisa Levick & Miss Teagan Heraghty Continues 
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Stage 3 with Ms Michelle Ross & Miss Georgia Stewart 

Stage 3 students have been learning about Place  
Value this term. During Mathematics groups this week 
they have been adding fractions.  
 
Ms Michelle Ross & Miss Georgia Stewart 
Classroom Teachers 

Pictured above: Jacob Bell, Brock Rez, Jayden Ryan, 
Ben Ridgeway-Dreier & Ethan Ridgeway-Dreier  

Cooper Dart 

Lillianna Bendeich 

Trai James & Cooper 
Dart 

Bella Robinson & Missy 
Beeby 

Stage 3 Yarn Up! 

My name is Bobby-Joe Wright. 

I am in Year 6. 

My favourite sport is, I don’t have one. 

I don’t follow the NRL. 

I’d like to travel to LA in the future.  

My favourite subject is 
Maths. 

If I had a million dollars I’d 
give some to charity and buy 
a car. 

My favourite fruit is 
watermelon. 

Unspeakable, Morgz and 
Logan are my role models. 

Stage 4 

Year 7 Science – Matter 
 
Year 7 has been studying the properties of different 
‘states’ of matter – solids, liquids and gases. Acknowl-
edging that it is the exception that proves the rule, we 
created a ‘Non-Newtonian fluid’ called ‘Oobleck’ from 
water and corn starch that has properties of both liq-
uids and solids.  
 
The ‘Oobleck’ in the picture (a Non-Newtonian fluid) 

will hold a solid shape briefly before it slowly ‘slumps’, 

changing shape like a liquid. These types of fluids can 

react more like a solid as they experience more  

impact, giving rise to interest 
in their use as body armour 
for police and soldiers and 
speed bumps that hit your 
car as hard as your car hits 
them! 
 
Mr Mitchell McAlister 
Science & Agriculture  
Teacher 
 

Brent Murray 



13 

 

Stage 5 

Year 9 & 10 have been working on basic guitar, including 
melodic ostinato played on one string. 
 
Miss Kate Ellem 
Music Teacher 

Justin Ellis Billy Cohen Kerryanne Watson 

This year marks the International Year of the Periodic 
Table as it celebrates its 150th birthday at the hands of 
Dmitry Mendeleev, much to the delight of students, 
chemists and physicists everywhere! 
For more on his story check out: https://
youtu.be/0RRVV4Diomg 

As a result of this Stage 5 (Years 9 & 10) started the 
year looking at some of the trends and patterns of the 
Periodic Table and how it effects chemical reactions. 
Finishing the topic with an Assessment Task which is 
due this Thursday. 

 

Moving on from Chemistry they are now looking into 
the Biology topic: DNA & Genetics. 

So far they have looked at common traits that get 
passed on in humans, and are currently exploring how 
DNA is copied for new cells to form. As part of the 
course they will attempt to extract DNA from peas, 
look at how genes and the environment work together 
to impact on living things, mutations and gene 
technology. 

Stage 4 Science: 

Mr McAlister is taking Year 7 through an introduction 
to Science and laboratory skills while working through 
the Mixtures and Separations topic, for more 
information see his article. 

Mr Cain has finished the Mixtures and Separations 
topic with Year 8 and they have begun looking at Cells. 

Both years are currently working on an assessment 

task about Skin Cancer and Sun Safety to create a 

newsletter article, Facebook post or Web article that 

you may see here later in the Term! 

Mr John Grubb 

Science Teacher   
  

Puzzle Corner:  What is the biggest number 
you can get by moving only two matches? 

Science Spotlight 

https://youtu.be/0RRVV4Diomg
https://youtu.be/0RRVV4Diomg
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Stage 6 - Work Placement 

VET WORK PLACEMENT  

As part of the HSC requirement for all VET (Vocation 
Education Training) subjects, students must complete 
70 hours of work placement over Year 11 and 12.  
 
During Week 6 of this term, students from Yeoval and 
Peak Hill Central School, had the opportunity to stay at 
the Midstate Caravan Park in Dubbo and participate in 
one full week of Work Placement. For some of the 
students who attended this was their final HSC 
Placement.  It was a wonderful opportunity for all the 
supervising staff to spend some quality time with an 
amazing group of young adults. We were constantly 
impressed by the: polite, positive, cooperative, 
punctual and well organised students who 
represented themselves, their families and schools so 
admirably during the week. These students have 
certainly set a high benchmark for behaviour, attitude 
and work ethic for future Work Placements. 
 
Each of the students found their placement an 
incredibly rewarding and exhausting experience. It was 
a pleasure to visit each of the work places and to hear 
the praise and enthusiasm the businesses had for our 
students. Work Placement is a wonderful opportunity 
for our students to demonstrate their skills and talents 
and historically, a number of our students are offered 
part time work and apprenticeships as a result of their 
work placement. 
 
Congratulations go to the students for their 
professional presentation, positive attitudes and 
excellent work ethics. Well done to each of you! You 
are excellent role modes and we are very proud of 
you. 
 
Mrs Catherine Doyle 
VET Hospitality Co-ordinator & Careers Adviser 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enjoying Work Placement in the Hospitality industry 
last week were: Lauren Hando, who was at Church 
Street Café, Marissa Robinson and Sky Welsh who 
were at the Dubbo RSL. 

L-R: Marissa Robinson, Lauren Hando 
and Sky Welsh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Haidee Hando for her excellent 
performance at her Hospitality work placement at the 
Coffee Club  in Dubbo last week. Haidee’s diligence 
and work ethic were incredibly impressive during the 
week and the business offered her the opportunity of 
paid work in the future. Well done Haidee! 
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Stage 6 Continues 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jade Gavin enjoyed her week working with the team at 
skinner’s Dairy in Dubbo for her Primary Industries 
placement. She had the opportunity to engage in a 
wide range of activities from: mustering and fencing to 
milking and feeding the adorable baby calves. Jade 
thoroughly enjoyed the week and the employability 
skills she gained at Skinners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bayn thoroughly enjoyed his week of work at MAAS 
Construction. He was consistently punctual, 
enthusiastic and put into practice the skills he has 
already learnt in his VET Construction classes. 

Tell Them From Me student Feedback Survey  

(Term 1, 2019) 

I am pleased to inform you that Peak Hill Central 
School, like many other public schools in the state, 
will participate in a Department of Education 
initiative: the Tell Them From Me student feedback 
survey. The survey measures factors that are known 
to affect academic achievement and other student 
outcomes. The focus of the NSW-wide survey is on 
student wellbeing, engagement and effective 
teaching practices.  
 
More information about the survey is available at: 
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au 
 
The survey is a great opportunity for our students to 
provide us with valuable and quick feedback on what 
they think about school life, how engaged they are 
with school and the different ways that teachers 
interact with them. More than 6,300 schools in 
Australia and around the world have used Tell Them 
From Me to survey 5.4 million students. Capturing the 
voices of our students will help improve how we do 
things at our school.  
 
I want to assure you that the survey is confidential. 
The survey is conducted online and will typically take 
less than 30 minutes to complete. It will be 
administered during school hours between 
11 March and 12 April. Participating in the survey is 
entirely voluntary. 
 
A consent form and FAQs for parents/carers about 
the survey is being sent home with students. If you 
do not want your child or children to participate, 
please return the form to school by Friday 29 March, 
2019. Copies of the form and FAQs are available 
from:  
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-
parents. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
further questions. 
 
Mrs Catherine Doyle 
Head Teacher 

Tell Them From Me Survey 

http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
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You are invited 

School Stream - School App  

Did you know Peak Hill Central School has its own 
FREE App?  

It’s easy to download and simple to use. On our 
school app you can access the following 
information:    

        
 - School Newsletter 

        
 - Excursion forms 

        
 - Events 

        
 - Important notices 

        
 -Community information 

 

Please ask the office staff to help you download the 
app if you’d like to keep up to date with what’s 
happening at school.  
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Premier’s Reading Challenge 

Peak Hill Central School is participating in the 2019 Premier’s Reading Challenge. The 
challenge aims to encourage a love of reading for leisure and pleasure in students. It is not 
a competition but a challenge to each student to read more.   
 
 

Students in K-2 will be undertaking the challenge in their 
class, with their teachers reading books from the PRC list 
and registering them. Students in 3-4 will have the option of 
reading books from the PRC list at home. However, they will 
also be supported by their teachers reading in class. 
 
Year 5-9 students will need to undertake the challenge 
individually by accessing PRC list books from the school 
library. Any interested students will be registered and given 
login details to record their reading progress (teachers are 
more than happy to assist). 

Details and booklists can be accessed at the following 
website: https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html  

 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me 
through the school office. 

 

Mrs Lisa Levick 

PRC Co-ordinator 

Community Notices 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
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Community Notices 
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Community Notices 
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Community Information 


